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The decree of 14 June 2006 relating to the knowledge and skills necessary for the brevet informatique et internet (the information technology and Internet certificate) published in the [image: image2.png]


 Official Bulletin no. 29 of 20 July 2006 established a certification procedure comprising three levels of proficiency in information technology and communication: primary school, middle school, and secondary school.

This circular defines how to implement the decree.

These procedures replace those set out in [image: image3.png]


 memorandum no. 2000-206 of 16 November 2000 (Official Bulletin no. 42 of 23 November 2000) relating to the information technology and Internet certificate (B2i) for primary and middle schools as well as Appendix V of the decree of 25 January 2002 relating to primary school programmes. 

1 – The objectives of the Information Technology and Internet Proficiency Certificate 
Information and communication technologies (ICT) are now part of our economic, social, cultural and educational environment. Everyone is affected by the widespread use of information technology, both in everyday life and in the workplace. It is incumbent on schools to provide pupils with the skills necessary to use technology intelligently and effectively and help produce independent and responsible citizens with a critical mindset.

In addition, “proficiency in conventional information and communication techniques” is one of the seven pillars of the common knowledge and skills base defined in the [image: image4.png]


 decree no. 2006-830 of 11 July 2006.

The B2i demonstrates the skill set developed by students or apprentices during their time at primary school, middle school, mainstream and technology schools, vocational schools, vocational training centres (CFA), and apprenticeship units (SA) run by local state education organizations (EPLE). 

2 – Targeted skills 
The appendices to the decree of 14 June 2006 published in the[image: image5.png]


 Official Bulletin no. 29 of 20 July 2006 define five identical areas for each of the three B2i levels: 

- area 1: familiarity with an IT work environment;

- area 2: adopting a responsible attitude towards technology;

- area 3: creating, producing, processing and using data;

- area 4: gathering material and information;

- area 5: communicating and sharing ideas.

An objective is assigned to each area and level corresponding to the skill required.  This skill combines knowledge, abilities and attitudes, assessed against several criteria (see the five elements in Appendix 1.)  

3 – Skill verification procedures 
The skills forming part of the B2i are developed and validated within the framework of the subject-specific, inter-disciplinary and inter-related educational activities performed in schools and education and training establishments.

For each level, a “B2i progress sheet”, for which a sample form is available in Appendix 2 of this circular, provides a breakdown of the criteria against which the skill in question may be validated.

Sample progress sheets can be downloaded from the following sites: 

- EduSCOL: 

http://eduscol.education.fr/D0053/accueil.htm
- EducNet: 

http://www.educnet.education.fr/b2i/

Although the B2i may only be obtained on the basis of these progress sheets, teaching teams may draw up other documents setting out the skills required in more detail to help students gain a better understanding of what is required of them.

Validation in primary schools, middle schools and secondary schools, apprenticeship units or in vocational training centres run by local state education organizations (EPLE) is carried out throughout the learning process and not just at the end.

All teachers are required to validate the elements that make up skills featured in the B2i progress sheets. These elements should be validated as and when the student or apprentice is considered to have attained them. Teachers are required to complete the date, their name and, beyond the first level, the subject or activity for which the skill has been validated.

For the 2006-2007 academic year, the progress sheet is appended to the student or apprentice’s report book that he or she keeps until each level of the B2i has been obtained, and provides information about his or her progress in acquiring those skills. The progress sheet will then form part of the student’s personal academic record. 

4 – Awarding of certificates 
The B2i can only be awarded in schools, colleges, CFAs and SAs run by EPLEs if at least two subjects feature on the progress sheet. 

Sample certificates can be downloaded from the following sites: 

- EduSCOL: 

http://eduscol.education.fr/D0053/accueil.htm
- EducNet: 

http://www.educnet.education.fr/b2i/

At each level, the B2i is awarded when 80% of the elements have been validated (in addition to the optional criteria for the B2i in secondary schools) and at least half of the items for each of the fields have been validated.

The certificate is awarded by the headteacher of the school on the recommendation of the course committee or the head of the establishment on the recommendation of the teaching team or a committee comprising teachers, parents and students. 

The middle school B2i will be taken into account in the award of the Diplôme National du Brevet, a French examination taken by students at the end of their collège or middle school career, starting from the 2008 examination session. 

5 - Implementation 
In partnership with the French National Education Department, local authorities provide equipment for and a connection to the Internet in primary schools, middle schools and secondary schools to familiarize the largest possible number of students with the use of information and communication technologies and to support the application of the B2i.

The measures outlined in this circular will apply in primary schools, middle schools, secondary schools, CFAs and SAs run by EPLEs as soon as they have been published in the Official Bulletin of the National Education Department (B.O.). 

It is incumbent on education managers to take the most appropriate measures to ensure the transition from the old to the new system for students already engaged in the validation process.

Raising the awareness of teachers to major issues, and providing them with training and educational support, are essential to develop the use of information and communication technologies in education. It is an important tool in fostering the widespread application of the B2i within the shortest possible time. To this end, the generalization of enrolment to the Level 2 “teaching” C2i, both during initial training and as part of a continuous development programme, should help teachers to acquire the necessary professional skills.

On behalf of and on the authority of the Minister for National Education, Higher Education and Research
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